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Poe's state, and with the hope of helping him in what seemed to be a last struggle for life itself, Mrs. Whitman consented within a few days to a conditional engagement. Forced to he content with this, Poe, having on his side repeated the promise of reform that he had given to every woman whom he had known intimately, returned to New York on November 14, and on the same evening wrote to assure his fianc&e that he had not dared to break his pledge.
In spite, however, of his success in so difficult and indeed desperate a wooing, he felt little of tho happiness of an accepted lover. He arrived at Fordham safely, but so changed in outward appearance by the wear of the last fortnight that Mrs. Clemm declares, in a letter to " Annie," -written two days later, he was hardly recognizable. All the previous niglit, according to the same authority, he had raved about this last lady, and the same day, November 16, he also wrote to her a letter which is inexplicable on the theory that he put any faith in the happy issue of his betrothal, sineq after giving the account, already quoted, of his suicidal attempt at Boston, he proposes to take a cottage for his mother and himself at Westfoxd, where he. might see her family every day and hor-,aelf often, and concludes with a passionate appeal 'that she .would come on to Fordham at once, if only fbt a week, saying, "I am so ill — so terribly, liope-in body and mind, that I feel I cannot
